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Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

Rite I: 7:30 a.m.
Rite II: 10:30 a.m.

TUESDAY

10:00 a.m. (chapel) 
Begins after 
Pentecost

WEDNESDAY

6:00 p.m. (chapel)
Begins after 
Pentecost

Inside   

Book Review.        

VBS Watonga

Ushers Needed

St. Crispin’s

Pentecost and Parish Life
Dear Parish Family,

Birthdays are always exciting! Growing up, birthdays meant parties, and parties meant 
cake and ice cream. What’s better than that? As one gets older and more 
philosophical, birthdays become more markers in life. They’re important to remember 
(and still celebrate) because they help map out our journey through life. Those 
anniversaries of our birth provide occasions where we chart our growth within the life 
process.

Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, is a time of celebration. For many around the 
world, it’s a day where folks go out into the countryside to enjoy the growth of nature 
and get a sense of renewal. While white is the color normally associated with Pentecost 
(in fact the term “Whitsunday” means white Sunday) green is another color many 
connect with Pentecost, due to the fact that it symbolizes growth. Some even decorate 
their homes with green branches in order to bring blessing to that home and all who 
enter it. May you grow into blessedness this year—that’s the goal of the ritual.

Growth also comes to mind when ones considers the time of the year Pentecost falls. 
It’s always a beautiful time when spring is fully blossomed, and everything is lush and 
green. 

Even when thinking through the deeper significance of Pentecost, growth is a constant 
theme. It was on that Sunday when the apostles, and other Jesus-followers, gathered 
for prayer asking for the Holy Spirit to descend upon them. The granting of that 
request, the giving of the Spirit by the Father and the Son, that’s what marks this 
particular day as the birth of the Church. 

May 23 will be a day of celebration! But perhaps this year, even more than others, 
Pentecost Sunday will be a marker of growth. We’ve been through the long season of 
pandemic, and while we remain discerning and vigilant, we’re thrilled that our Bishop is 
using this occasion to ease some of the Covid protocols. This will help Saint John’s 
begin the process of building back some of what’s been lost over the past year. It’ll be 
a process, since growth always requires process. But we’ll eventually get there. So let’s 
grow together. Let’s build back our parish life again; and with the Spirit’s enabling, let’s 
make it better than ever. 

Rev. Dr. James Detrich
Rector
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THE LESSONS
Lectionary Year B

MAY 2 
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8
Psalm 22:24-30

MAY 9
SIxth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17
Psalm 98

MAY 16
Seventh Sunday of 
Easter
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19
Psalm 1

MAY 23
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
or Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 8:22-27
or Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27; 
16:4b-15
Psalm 104:25-35, 37

MAY 30
First Sunday after 
Penecost
Isaiah 6:1-8
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
Psalm 29

Recently, Bishop Poulson announced new guidelines for the Diocese of Oklahoma 
regarding COVID-19 protocols. In a video released in April, Bishop Poulson stated, “On 
Pentecost, May 23rd, we will remove all mandatory COVID protocols for congregations 
in the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, except for the following four aspects: we will 
continue to wear masks, we will continue to sanitize our hands, and we will not have the 
chalice (the common cup), or indoor eating.
Everything else is permitted as of May 23rd, including outdoor meals, nursery care, 
singing, use of books, in person meetings, and removing the social distancing 
requirements. Only masks, hand sanitizing, and the prohibitions on the chalice and 
indoor eating will continue.” 

St. John’s will continue to observe regular protocols until Pentecost, including taking 
temperatures, contact tracing cards, distancing, no singing, no nursery, and no coffee/
food. Stay tuned for more changes after Pentecost!

Join us on Pentecost, May 23rd, after the 10:30 service for coffee and cookies in the 
courtyard! 

Recently, Bishop Poulson announced new guidelines for the Diocese of 
Oklahoma regarding COVID-19 protocols. In a video released in April, Bishop 
Poulson stated, “On Pentecost, May 23rd, we will remove all mandatory COVID 
protocols for congregations in the Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma, except for 
the following four aspects: we will continue to wear masks, we will continue to 
sanitize our hands, and we will not have the chalice (the common cup), or 
indoor eating.
Everything else is permitted as of May 23rd, including outdoor meals, nursery 
care, singing, use of books, in person meetings, and removing the social 
distancing requirements. Only masks, hand sanitizing, and the prohibitions on 
the chalice and indoor eating will continue.” 

St. John’s will continue to observe regular protocols until Pentecost, including 
taking temperatures, contact tracing cards, distancing, no singing, no nursery, 
and no coffee/food. Stay tuned for more changes after Pentecost!

Join us on Pentecost, May 23rd, after the 10:30 service for coffee and cookies 
in the courtyard! 

New Diocesan Guidelines for COVID-19

St. Crispin’s Summer Camp
St. Crispin’s is now taking reservations for summer campers! Dates are: 

Senior High (10th grade - high school graduates): June 6th - 12th

Intermediate Session 1 (4th - 6th graders): June 13th - 19th

Junior High Session 1 (7th - 9th graders): June 20th - 26th

Rookie Camp (2nd - 3rd graders): June 27th - June 30th

ABC Camp (K - 2nd graders, with parents): July 2nd - 3rd

Intermediate Session 2 (4th - 6th graders): July 4th - 10th

Junior High Session 2 (7th - 9th graders): July 11th - 17th

Grades are based on 2021 - 2022 school year. St. John’s is offering a $100 
scholarship to any camper who wishes to attend. Please contact Merrie Beard in 
the church office for more information (321-3020 or 
merrie@episcopalnorman.org).
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Online Church Service Options 
Sunday Mornings: Fr. Detrich and Dr. Olivia Burke offer music, prayer, and a homily every Sunday 
morning. Volunteers join in to read the lectionary readings, along with the prayers of the people. The 
videos are available on the St. John’s website, https://episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.

Wednesday Services: The Rev. James Tyree, our deacon, is offering a midweek prayer service and 
a homily reflecting on the life and ministry of Episcopal saints. The videos are available on the St. 
John’s website, https://episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.   

Adult Sunday School: Owen Mills and Anne Hutchison lead a Sunday School class for adults via 
Zoom from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. CRISPR – Endowed with God-like Powers, How will Mankind 
Respond – The class will continue at least the first two Sundays in May, and longer if discussion 
requires. Our Adult Sunday School is viewing the PBS special “Human Nature - A Provocative 
Exploration of CRISPR's Far-Reaching Implications,” online.  Via video conferencing (Zoom) or in 
person in the Parish Hall, we will examine how God’s laws can guide us in this new unknown, and 
how organize religion can serve as a forum to discuss these types of topics and provide us a place 
of comfort. If you are interested in joining our class via Zoom, send a request to owen.mills@att.net to 
get your Zoom link.

St. John’s Evening Prayer: Evening prayer will continue for now! Please join us Sundays at 5 p.m. at 
on Zoom at the following link: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  

The "Knit" Night fellowship will return to meeting in-
person this month! The group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the Commons -- May 
6 and May 20. 

We welcome anyone to bring any portable needlework 
or crafting project to work on while we chat, or come 
just for the conversation.  If you've been thinking about 
learning new needlework skills, there are folks to help. 
Feel free to bring recently finished items -- we love 
"show and tell."  A reminder email is sent a day or two 
before each meeting. If you'd like to be added to the 
email list or have any questions about the group, please 
contact Melody Palm at (309) 825-6963 or 
mapalm@ilstu.edu.

St. John’s Knit Night
It's wonderful that the church has re-opened for in-person 
worship at 7:30 and 10:30 on Sundays. Each week, those 

two services require the use of four ushers, primarily to 
support the church's protocols for Covid-19 and contact 

tracing.  We need more help in this ministry.

Ushers perform several small tasks before, during, and 
immediately after church services. Training will be 

provided for new ushers.  Ushers may be of any gender.  
Family teams of two are welcome, as well as individuals.  
Ushers generally choose to serve for a month at a time, 

and they serve on each of the four or five Sundays during 
that month.

If you'd be willing to serve St. John's in this role, please 
contact our usher coordinator Jim Frazier, 

jimfrazier55@gmail.com, for more information.

Ushers Needed
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Abundant Life Garden Project Vacation Bible School 

If this were a normal year, we’d be wrapping up the last few weeks of Sunday School and celebrating 
the contributions of our Sunday School teachers. Instead, I am reflecting on a year of Sunday School 
“distance learning:” porch drop-offs, mailed packages, egging yards, and so many bags of chocolate 
chip cookies. All of these were done with absolute joy, but I admit they will never take the place of “in-
the-flesh” community.  In-person Sunday School, Children’s Chapel, Fledglings, and our Youth Group 
create a space for our children to practice being the Body of Christ – loving one another, accepting 
one another, and serving one another. 

Entrance into this community comes with Baptism but feeling as though you belong comes through 
the work of loving each other and sharing experiences. In our Baptismal Covenant we vow to “seek 
and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.” Through Sunday School, Children’s 
Chapel, Fledglings, and Youth Group our children learn what this means, the difficulty of doing this 
when we are tired and hungry, hurt or angry, and the acceptance that comes from grace and 
forgiveness. As members of St. John’s, we witness many baptisms. As you watch the children come 
in from Children’s Chapel, perhaps you remember welcoming some of them into the Body of Christ. 
At their baptisms you also made a vow. When asked if you would “do all in your power to support 
these persons in their life in Christ,” your response was “We will.”

Sunday School will begin again next fall. Each of us will have many opportunities to support these 
young people. One way is volunteering to help with Sunday School, Children’s Chapel, Fledglings, 
and Youth Group. I hope that you will take time over the next few months to discern how you can best 
serve and support our children in their life in Christ. 

Will You Do All in Your Power?

Vacation Bible School returns this summer 
with the Abundant Life Garden Project 
from Episcopal Relief & Development. 
Episcopal Relief & Development works 
with church partners and local 
organizations to facilitate healthier, more 
fulfilling lives in communities that are 
struggling with hunger, poverty, disease, 
and disaster. The Abundant Life Garden 
Project explores the mission of Episcopal 
Relief & Development through lessons on 
water, seeds, soil, animals, and harvest. 
This program is designed for elementary 
school-aged children and will meet on 
Sunday afternoons beginning in mid-June 
and running through July.
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Football season is just around the corner! St. John’s youth group will begin 
taking home game parking reservations on June 1st. The cost is $175 for the six 
home games. Spots are assigned, so you will park in the same space each 
time. The lot opens four hours before kick-off, and we will hold your spot until 
one hour before kick-off. If you would like to reserve a season parking spot for 
the 2021-22 football season, contact Emma Brown at 
ebrown@episcopalnorman.org.

Football Parking Reservations

Thank you St. John’s!

The Norman Community Choral Society otherwise known as the 
Norman Singers has been in existance for over 40 years.  With the 
pandemic we lost our rehearsal space at OU.  The Vestry of St. John's 
approved NCCS the use of space for rehearsals once it was felt safe 
for gatherings in small groups.  Those reheasrals started April 12th 
with ladies in the chapel and men in the choir room. The group had 
hand sanitizer available, masks and social distancing was required.  
The group will continue to follow the Covid guidelines as lone as 
necessary. 

There is no definite concert date at this time for the group as we have 
not rehearsed for over a year.  The possibility of a summer concert has 
been discussed and St. John's will be given credit for their support of 
NCCS. 

The board and the entire choir thanks St. John's!

Thank You from Norman Singers

St. John’s youth group and other volunteers will be helping to lead a VBS in Watonga, OK again this 
year! We were unable to go last year and we are incredibly excited that we will be able to this year! 

During the VBS, we sing camp songs, have lots of arts and crafts, have Eucharist, and eat lunch with 
local children. After they go home, we clean up, do some local trips where we learn about why we 
go, Deacon David Oakerhater, and the history of the Whirlwind mission. We stay at the mission at 
night; however, if this is a concern, please let Emma know. Youth-age children (6th-12th grade) are 
welcome to join the youth group to volunteer. Adult volunteers and younger children are also more 
than welcome to help, too!

The dates for Watonga VBS are June 8-11. Additional volunteers are still needed in the kitchen and 
helping with the campers. If you would like to volunteer or want more information, please email 
Emma Brown at ebrown@episcopalnorman.org. 

Vacation Bible School in Watonga

mailto:ebrown@episcopalnorman.org
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MINISTRIES URGENT FOR CARE OF 
CREATION
Stephen A. Jurovics, Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action, and 
Climate Change, with Foreword by Matthew Sleeth (Church 
Publishing, 2016). Available in ebook & paperback @ $16-17. 
See www.hospitableplanet.com.

Prophetically, Stephen A. Jurovics proclaims, “I do not believe... that people can 
remain indifferent to the ravaging of creation and still call themselves persons of 
faith.” Care of Creation ministries are coming alive at St. John’s again. Roshni 
Robert is organizing our new Godly Garden Guild with Ulli Nollert: to support 
both the Outreach Garden that he directs (growing vegetables for Food & 
Shelter) and a renovation project to make our amazing Biblical Garden again 
hospitable, as an ecologically sustainable, contemplative one, involving parishioners of all ages. Such lay 
ministry respects Episcopal Church Resolutions as well as the Episcopal Public Policy Network’s current focus 
on “Wise Stewardship of Land.” Pre-pandemic, our other Care of Creation ministries included studying 
Franciscan spirituality, hosting spaghetti suppers featuring speakers on local environmental issues (including 
Owen Mills on water), celebrating Earth Day locally, and even marching for science at the State Capitol. Some 
of us still wear our parish’s splendid green tee shirt, artfully imaging Earth as the Body of Christ and quoting 
the BCP’s poetic Eucharistic Prayer C. Several other Norman churches have formed an ecumenical group, 
Churches Caring for Creation, which honored Earth Day 2021 with a community Styrofoam recycling initiative 
ongoing at University Lutheran Church and St. Michael’s EC. Hospitable Planet explains the Hebrew Bible’s 
mandate for such ministries as well as scientific evidence that makes them urgent, and calls for many other 
ministries also, to respond creatively to climate crisis.
Jurovics debunks two misconceptions popular among those who resist making needed changes: (1) that in 
Genesis 1:28 God granted human freedom from ecological responsibility and (2) that environmental action 
represents a secular, political distraction from the real, Biblical, spiritual work of church. Leviticus 19 mandates 
that land be harvested to provide food for the poor and for strangers, as our Outreach Garden does. God 
claims “the whole earth is Mine” in Exodus 19:5. Jurovics argues that neglecting Care of Creation has 
weakened our connection to God.
A required Education for Ministry text this spring, Hospitable Planet demonstrates the kind of purposeful Bible 
study and practical theological reflection that EfM teaches to lay ministers. Jurovics began Bible study in his 
teens, but later when turning from aerospace engineering to energy/environmental engineering, he began to 
study Biblical teachings about the natural world. He examines God’s preservative intentions in Noah’s story 
along with Genesis-Deuteronomy’s instruction to protect all species, preserve biodiversity, care about animals’ 
lives, refrain from wasting what’s useful, connect agriculture with care for the needy, distinguish clearly among 
species and among crops, love our neighbors as ourselves, abstain from actions harmful to the community, 
and pay attention. He proposes that in this light faith can motivate cultural transformations needed to engage 
climate change, just as it has motivated the civil rights movement.
Hospitable Planet calls for both national and local actions. Some details may need updating to reckon with mis-
steps since its first publication, but church groups who study it can expect powerful brainstorms—and creative 
lay ministries for Care of Creation. —reviewed by Susan Laird

FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal Church 
Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books recommended by our 
rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of expanding our learning resources for 
spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish groups and Sunday School classes. To participate in 
this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan Laird 
susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie Beard merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday 
of each month, about 200-500 words.

mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org


ONLINE GIVING
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are interested in doing 
so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left corner. There is a simple form to 
complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. You can use this to pay for altar flowers, 
make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 
321-3020. 

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal

St. John’s at a Glance
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STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. James Detrich
Priest: 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020
WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org

EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org
OFFICE HOURS: Sunday-Thursday by appointment

FURTHER RESOURCES

> Keep up with the news of the diocese 
at:   www.epiok.org 

> Connect with the wider Episcopal 
Church: www.episcopalchurch.org

> Find the Liturgical Readings: 
www.lectionarypage.net

> Find the Book of Common Prayer 
online at: bcponline.org

PRAYER REQUESTS
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to staff@episcopalnorman.org, or 
online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added to the Prayers of the People, unless you 
would like your request kept private.

PASTORAL CARE 
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee and St. John’s staff are placing calls to check on our parishioners during COVID-19. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or staff@episcopalnorman.org.
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staff@episcopalnorman.org  •  www.episcopalnorman.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*Pentecost, May 23

*Bishop’s visit, June 6

*VBS Watonga, June 9-11

.
 

June 6th will mark Bishop Poulson Reed’s first 
visit to St. John’s! Please join us that Sunday to 
meet our new bishop. 


